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SUBJECT: ILLICIT PAYMENTS 

JUNE 13 NEW YORK TIMES CARRIED ARTICLE INDICATING THAT A 
NUMBER OF SYRIANS CONNECTED WITH SYRIAN NATIONAL OIL COMPANY 
HAD BEEN FOUND GUILTY OF ACCEPTING 4.7 MILLION DOLLARS IN 
BRIBES FROM UNNAMED FOREIGN CORPORATIONS. JUSTICE DEPART- 
MENT TASK FORCE ON ILLICIT PAYMENTS IS INTERESTED IN LEARN- 
ING IE U.S. COMPANIES WERE INVOLVED AND, IF SO, IN THEIR 
IDENTITY AND AS MUCH INFORMATION ON THEIR INVOLVEMENT AS 
POSSIBLE. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION EMBASSY HAS OR 
COULD OBTAIN FROM SYRIAN GOVERNMENT OR PUBLICLY AVAILABLE 
SOURCES. NEWSOM 
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